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Wagaya language 


Wagaya (Wakaya) is an extinct Australian Aboriginal language of 
Queensland. Yindjilandji (Indjilandji) may have been a separate 
language.^ 


Pama-Nyungan, Warluwaric, Australian, Pama-Nyungan, Wagaya- 
Warluwaric, Warluwara-Thawa, Ngarna, Southern Ngarna, Ngarru 

Endangeredlanguages.com also classifies Wakaya as just Pama- 
Nyungan and Warluwaric, but Ethnologue.com classifies the 
language as Pama-Nyungan and more specifically Wagaya- 
Warluwaric and WarluwaraThawa. While Glottolog also classifies 
Wakaya as Pama-Nyungan for the most-encompassing family 
classification, the site classifies the language under Ngarna, 
specifically Southern Ngarna and under Ngarru. 

Sounds 

Wakaya consonants ^ 
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Classification 


Wagaya 

Ngarru 

Region 

Northern Territory 

Ethnicity 

Wagaya, Yindjilandji 

Extinct 

(date missing) 

Language 

family 

Pama-Nyungan 

■ Ngarna 


■ South 


■ Wagaya 

Dialects 

Wagaya 

Yindjilandji 

Bularnu (Dhidhanu, 

Baringkirri) 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Either: 

wga — Wagaya 
yii - Yindjilandji 

Glottolog 

ngar!291 (http://glottolog. 

org/resource/languoid/id/ng 


arl291) 

Ngarru / Wagaya-Yindjilandji^ 


bula!255 ( http : //glottolog. 


org/resource/languoid/id/bu 
iai255) Bularnu! 2 ! 

AIATSIS^ 

C16 (https://collection.aia 

tsis.gov.au/austlang/langua 
ge/ci6) Wakaya, G 12.1 (http 
s : //collection.aiatsis.gov. 

au/austlang/language/G12.1) E 

G14 (https://collection.aia 

tsis.gov.au/austlang/langua 
ge/Gi4) Indjilandji 


Wakaya vowels ^ 
































Front 


Back 

High 
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Low 
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Bularnu consonants ® 



Bilabial 

Velar 

Interdental 

Lamino-alveolar 

Apico-alveolar 

Retroflex 

Voiced stop 

b 

g 

dh 

dy 

d 

rd 

Voiceless stop 
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th 

ty 
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rt 

Nasal 
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ng 
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ny 
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Lateral 
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Bularnu vowels ® 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i, i: 


u, u: 

Low 


a, a: 



History 


There are reports of around 10 Native speakers worldwide as of 1983, but the language is currently extinct 

Geographic distribution 


While endangeredlanguages.com reports 10 speakers of this language as of 1983, ethnologue.com explicitly states 
that the language is extinct. 

Broadly speaking, the traditional language of Wakaya country is to the north east and east of Tennant Creek, 
Alyawarre is to the east and south east, Kaytetye is to the South, and Warlpiri to the west.® 

Coordinates 

Latitude: -20.33 Longitude: 137.62 

Grammar 


On the right is an example of the many comparisons of Wakaya grammar to other Australian languages within the 
same family.® 

The Wambaya language is a neighbor of the Wakaya group and thus there are many similarities in the grammar and 
word structures between the two languages. A Grammar of Wambaya was written by Dr. Rachel Nordlinger in hope 
of helping younger Wambaya speakers learn something of their language or at least have access to there language 
when it is no longer being spoken around them since there were only 8 to 10 fluent speakers of the language left 
around the late 1990s.® 








There are many references to Wakaya's linguistic characteristics such as its 
vocabulary and grammar structure and how they compare to other 
Australian languages within the same family group in Australian 
Languages: Classification and the comparative method 

“The Ngumpin-YAPA Subgroup” is an article by the Australian Institute of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies and The University of 
Queensland which provides shared innovations within the Ngumpin-Yapa 
languages such as phonological, morphological, and lexical changes. There 
are several common elements between the NGY and Warluwarric groups 
(which Wakaya is a sub-group of) and so this article presents some 
linguistic characteristics such as vocabulary and spelling comparisons of the 
Wakaya language.t 11 ] 

External links 


■ Paradisec has two collections of Gavin Breen's materials that include Yindjilandji materials, including 
(GB31 (http://catalog.paradisec.org.au/collections/GB31) and GB34 (http://catalog.paradisec.org.aU/c 
ollections/GB34)) 
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